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“More districts bﬁnging special ed in-

house” (pa}fe A-1, Nov. 7) and “Private - ‘We have been asked to consult with

- schools call their success hard to repli- - some of our districts to develop transi-
cate” (Page A-1, Nov. 7) do not address . |  HOn programs, behavior plans and mate-
the very valuable partnerships that exist rials for the alternative proficiency assess-

‘between many approved private schools %;ants to be used within their districts. |
and their public school sending districts. e partnerships do work, Many private

When we accept a student into The schools have also developed satellite pro-
Phoenix Center, we make every effortto | grams within public school districts to as-
school district. I believe that the intensi-  {! m&ifler ?)te to _se‘g;re disabilities. -
ty and types of services offered in many : lVe cen in the therapeutic and spe-
private schools cannot be matched by cial education field for 37 years, and 1

va S , .| believe that special education should not
P u??g;g&;olﬂ:}sstggt:ﬁ evethatinthe . | De either/or. It should be what is best for
best-case scenarios. several o | thestudent, because in the end the stu-

& years of in- ! dents and their families §
tensive therapies-and small class ratios bn and therr families is what it's all
will certainly prepare a student to retum- | 300Ut g
to a less restrictive district or community e . Geraldine A. Gibbia
setting. We have a young man who ens - o - Wyckof, Nov. 8 |

tered the Phoenix Center for two years; - e .
worked with one of our eight emp%oy— The writer is co-founder and executive
: iR st ; - director of The Phoenix Centet, a non-
| ment specialists (job coaches)in our g b T
transition program and is now gainfully « | Profit school in Nutley for students with
employed on a part-time basis in a Pa- disabilities. L
terson business.




